




WASHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES of the monthly meeting of Washington Parish Council held on Monday 1st  September  2025 in the Washington Village Hall (Doré Room) School Lane, Washington RH20 4AP

PRESENT:   Cllr A Dillaway, Cllr B Hanvey, Cllr O. Jupp, Cllr T Keech, Cllr A Lisher (Chairman), Cllr M. Shaw and Cllr J. Thomas.

[bookmark: _Hlk190011952]IN ATTENDANCE: Cllr P Marshall (WSCC), Cllr C Fisher (HDC) and Cllr J Grech (HDC). Apologies were received from Cllr E. Beard (HDC). 

ALSO:              Ms Z. Savill (Clerk to the Council).  There were no members of the public.

ABSENT:        Cllr Brookes

                        Cllr Lisher (Chairman) opened the meeting at 7:00pm

        FC/25/9/1     Apologies for Absence
                        The Council RESOLVED to receive apologies for absence from Cllr Brookes. 

FC/25/9/2     Declaration of Members’ Interests and requests for Dispensations.
                        None declared as defined under the Localism Act 2011 and the Council’s Code of Conduct.
                                                                  
FC/25/9/3     Minutes of the last Full Council meeting
                        The Council RESOLVED to APPROVE the minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 
                        on 4th August 2025 as an accurate record and were duly signed by the Chairman..
                     
FC/25/9/4.    Public Forum
                        The Chairman reported on a resident’s email thanking the Parish Council for initiating the 
                        prompt action by West Sussex Highways Authority to clear recent flooding in School Lane. 
                        The email had been copied to Cllr Marshall and included a plea to clear gulleys in The Holt , 
                        an unadopted road nearby, because of the risks of further flooding and winter hazards. 
                        
                        A member reported that the issue had not been resolved because School Lane had flooded
                        again since HA’s visit. He explained that flooding was increasing in frequency in recent
                        years, putting homes at risk, and that he had seen no evidence of routine drain management.
                        
,. 

                        Cllr Marshall advised the Council to await the outcome of WSCC’s investigations which are 
                        underway including issues of riparian responsibility. He explained that since the HA had
                        acquired its own camera equipment for underground inspections, the process of locating 
                        and clearing blocked gulleys was quicker and could be achieved in one visit. He agreed 
                        to update the Council and request a copy of WSCC’s schedule for maintaining the drains
                        on adopted roads. 

FC/25/9/5     County and District Councillors

                        WSCC Reports
                        Cllr Marshall reported the following:

                        Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) Unitary proposals
                        Leaders across the county are preparing to submit a final LGR proposal to the Government
                        by 26th September, likely to be for two options: a single unitary or a two-tier model for West 
                        Sussex.   A Government-led public consultation on the preferred model is expected in November,
                        with a decision expected next Spring. 

                        Cllr Marshall advised that there were significant savings on a single-tier option but warned that 
                        whichever option goes forward, it will involve huge disruption with no funding assistance from 
                        the Government. 

                        TRO proposal for 30mph in Rock Road
                        Cllr Marshall has agreed to support a resident’s anticipated TRO application for a 30mph speed 
                        limit in Rock Road between A24 and Muttons Lane junction, and advised them to seek the 
                        support of the Parish Council. 
                        
                        HDC Reports
                        Cllr Fisher and Cllr Grech reported the following: 

                        HDC Meeting to discuss LGR proposals
                        HDC will be meeting on 24th September to discuss a business case for its LGR proposals but
                        details were not yet available.  

                        Development concerns on land in the Heath Common Ward
                        A resident had raised concerns that a property in the ‘Lanes’, Heath Common, is being 
                        marketed with development potential. Cllr Fisher advised that she and her colleagues 
                        are monitoring this. They are aware that the site is not designated for development in the 
                        SSWNP and this would also be contrary to the Heath Common Design Statement, adopted
                        by HDC as planning guidance for the area.

                        Cllr Marshall, Cllr Fisher and Cllr Grech left the meeting at 7.56pm. 

FC/25/9/6    Planning applications, Decisions, Appeals and Compliance Matters 
                       The Council RESOLVED to note the following reports from the Chairman: 

                       Planning applications
          None for comment at the meeting. 

  
          Planning decisions
          HDC had refused application reference DC/25/0895 - Cadrona, Hampers Lane Storrington RH20
          3EX:
                       Construction of detached dwelling and detached carport/garage building with vehicle access from
                       Hampers Lane. 
                       The Chairman advised on the reasons for refusal, notably that the site is within an unsustainable 
                       location in countryside and not allocated for housing development in the Local Plan or SSWNP.
                       
                       Compliance matters
                       The Council noted in an email (5th August 2025) from the SDNPA that they have re-opened an 
                       enforcement case reference SDNP/25/00327/BRECON for outstanding planning matters 
                       relating to the wall and landscaping in the garden of the village pub. The pub’s agent had given an 
                       assurance to Officers that the works would start after the summer. 

                       The SDNPA indicated they will chase up in October if they have not heard anything 
                       before. 

FC/25/9/7     External Audit Report (AGAR Section 3) and Notice of Conclusion of the Council’s 2024/25 
                        Annual Audit. 
                        A copy of the External Audit Report of the Council’s Annual Governance and Accountability 
                        Return (AGAR) for the year ending 31st March 2025, with certificate and opinion was previously 
                        circulated and published on the Council’s website at:     
                        https://www.washingtonparish.org.uk/reports-and-audits

                        The Council noted that on the basis of the review of Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR, it was the 
                        opinion of the Auditor that the information was in accordance with the Proper Practices and
                        no other matters had come to their attention. There were no recommendations or any 
                        public interest report. The Chairman thanked the Clerk for her work in preparing for the AGAR. 

                        The Council RESOLVED to note the External Audit Report and Certificate 2024/25, and 
                        publication of the Notice of Conclusion of the Audit on  26th August 2025 on the Council’s 
                        website. 

FC/25/9/8      Clerk’s Report

                         Actions and matters arising:  
                         A report of actions and matters arising from previous meetings was discussed. The Council
                         RESOLVED to note the report and the following additional matters arising:  

· To replace key to the noticeboard on Milford Grange. 

· FC Meeting Aug 2025 Min Ref: FC/25/8/18: To enquire when HDC will be paying the £15,780 CIL contributions for the care home development,  on the former Old Clayton Kennels site, planning reference DC/23/0701. 

· Cllr Dillaway is waiting to hear whether WSCC will allow the Milford Grange Management Company to connect the power of  the authority’s streetlight to the Parish Council’s planned new defibrillator heated cabinet. He agreed to confirm with the Clerk on the choice of cabinet. 

FC/25/9/9     Neighbourhood Plan Review
                        Cllr Lisher reported that the new Horsham District Local Plan was still on hold, making it difficult 
                        to progress any further work on reviewing the SSWNP. The Steering Group Chairman is seeking 
                        advice from the neighbourhood planning consultant on next steps, to be discussed at their next 
                        meeting. The Council noted the report.
                        
FC/25/9/10   Business Plan
                        The Council considered the Clerk ‘s advice to draft a business plan for  Council projects and 
                        activities over the next 3-5 years, informed by ideas from the Committees. Examples of business 
                        and long term strategic plans from selected parish councils were shared before the meeting for 
                        inspiration.
                  
                        A member commented that a business plan made perfect sense for larger councils but 
                        seemed unnecessary, in his opinion, for WPC . He advised that its precept income and planned 
                        expenditure was already known for at least  another three years and included in the budget 
                        process.  CIL monies had been earmarked for projects which benefit the community and would 
                        also be available when other projects arise.

                        Following a discussion the Council RESOLVED unanimously against a business plan.

FC/25/9/11   Devolution and Local Government Re-organisation (LGR) 
                        The Council noted an email update (18th August 2025) from HDC thanking everyone who had 
                        taken part in the recent public stakeholder survey for LGR and advising on a timeline of 
                        further opportunities to engage in the process. The Council noted the information. 

FC/25/9/12    Urgent Matters
                         None. 

FC/25/9/13    Delegated decisions
                         The Council RESOLVED to ratify the decision under LGA 1972 Section 101 to engage StarTech
                         for urgent repairs of the Council’s laptop and upgrade to Windows 11 for the sum of £305. The 
                         Chairman and Vice-Chairman were consulted by the Clerk, who authorised the expenditure 
                         under her emergency powers on 12th August 2025. 

FC/25/9/14   Financial 
                         Payments, Income, Bank Reconciliations and quotations

                         Payments
                         The Council RESOLVED to approve the payments of invoices totalling £5,133.48. Invoices 
                         were previously circulated and initialled at the end of the meeting in accordance with the 
                         Council’s Financial Regulations. Cllr Dillaway and Cllr Keech agreed to authorise the payments 
                         online. 
                               
                         Income
                         None received since the last meeting. 

                         Bank Reconciliation 
                         The Council RESOLVED to note the total bank reconciliations of £9,843.20 on 26th August 
                         2025 for the Lloyds account. 

                         The Clerk reported following forecasted income at the end of the month on all the 
                         Council’s accounts: 
· Lloyds Community Account: £30,000 + after this month’s payments. This includes the anticipated £2,225 of interest on the one-year bond business savings account with Redwood Bank which matures on 16th September and £23,660 final part of the parish precept 

· Redwood Business Savings Account: £50,000 after the above interest is paid
· Nationwide Account: £56,512.09
Total: £163,292 which includes £53k + CIL monies.

                        The Council considered Redwood’s invitation to confirm where to transfer its savings 
                        before the maturity date. Members also considered the Clerk’s advice to review this at 
                        a separate Finance Committee meeting, taking into consideration some of the CIL 
                        projects which may need funding in the current financial year. 

                        Cllr Keech strongly recommended that the Council renews the one-year bond, and that there
                        would still be sufficient funds and CIL monies available in the other accounts.
                         
                        Cllr Keech proposed the following, seconded by Cllr Hanvey, and the Council RESOLVED 
                        to agree unanimously:

· to renew the one-year bond with Redwood at 4.10% for the remaining £50k funds 
before the next meeting

· to transfer  £15k from Lloyds to the Nationwide business savings account once the anticipated precept and Redwood interest is received

                        VAT
                        The Council noted the report of Q1 2025/26 £753.41 VAT to reclaim 

FC/25/9/14   Correspondence 
                       The Council noted correspondences received. The clerk reminded members of the invitation 
                       from HDC previously distributed, to a selection of forthcoming online police security briefings 
                       for elected officials. 
                    
FC/25/9/15  Chairman’s announcements
                       None reported. 

FC/25/9/15  Dates and Times of the next meetings
                       The Council noted the following: 
                       Full Council Meeting: Monday 6th October 2025, 7:30pm
                       Planning & Transport Committee: Monday 15th September 2025 7:00pm
                       OSRA Committee: Monday 15th September 2025  7:45pm

FC/25/9/16  Confidential Session
                       The Council RESOLVED unanimously that under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 
                       1960, the public and representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the 
                       meeting during consideration of the following items of business as publication would be 
                       prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential legal business to be transacted.
             


FC/25/9/17  Washington Recreation Ground Charity: Rampion 2 legal matters
                       Members considered the business terms and strictly confidential engagement letter received 
                       27th August, from Moore Barlow to act for the Council on legal matters regarding the 
                       Rampion cable route on the Recreation Ground. 

                       Members also reviewed recommended changes (email 27th August 2025) to some of the 
                       wording in Rampion’s Heads of Terms, advised by Mr Guy Streeter, Director of Savills’ 
                       Rural Consultancy, who is negotiating an agreement on the Council’s behalf.

                       Following a discussion, the Council RESOLVED unanimously the following: 

· to agree Moore Barlow’s terms and engage them to assist the Council with an Option Agreement for a Deed of Easement for the Rampion 2 Extension Development at the Recreation Ground and Allotments. Clerk to sign the solicitor’s Letter of Engagement on the Council’s behalf, subject to written assurance from Rampion on the fees arrangement. 
   
· to entrust the Council’s Agent to secure the best terms in the Heads of Terms for the Council and to express concerns that any manhole cover installed on the Recreation Ground must not affect the viability of the provision of this recreational space. Clerk to write to Mr Streeter.
                
                      There being no further business to transact, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8:54pm. 

                      Signed……………………………………………..

      
                      Dated………………………………………………
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